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Metropolitan Transportation Commission
Public Participation Plan

I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people
themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enongh to exercise their control
with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them but to inform

their discretion.
— Thomas Jefferson

1. Introduction

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission is the transportation planning and financing agency
for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. It also serves as the Bay Area Toll Authority (BATA),
with oversight of the toll revenue from the region’s seven state-owned toll bridges. And, as the

Service Authority for Freeways and Expressways (SAFE), MTC oversees a region-wide network of

freeway call boxes and roving tow trucks.

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s public involvement process aims to give the public
ample opportunities for early and continuing participation in critical transportation projects, plans
and decisions, and to provide full public access to key decisions. Engaging the public early and often
in the decision-making process is critical to the success of any transportation plan or program, and is
required by numerous state and federal laws, as well as by the Commission’s own internal

procedures.

This Public Participation Plan spells out MTC’s process for providing the public and interested

parties with reasonable opportunities to be involved in the regional transportation planning process.
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A.  MTC’s Commitment to Public Participation

Guiding Principles
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s public involvement procedures are built on the

following guiding principles:

1. Public participation is a dynamic activity that requires teamwork and commitment at all
levels of the MTC organization.

2. One size does not fit all — input from diverse perspectives enhances the process.

3. Effective public outreach and involvement requires relationship building — with local
governments, with stakeholders and advisory groups.

4. Engaging interested persons in ‘regional’ transportation issues is challenging, yet possible, by
making it relevant, removing barriers to participation, and saying it simply.

5. An open and transparent public participation process empowers low-income communities and
communities of color to participate in decision making that affects them.”
"This environmental justice principle was adopted by the Commission in March 2006, as
proposed by its Minority Citizens Advisory Committee.

MTC undertakes specific strategies to involve the public, including low-income persons and

communities of color, in MTC’s planning and investment decisions.

Strategy 1: Early Engagement Is Best

MTC structures its major planning initiatives and funding decisions to provide for meaningful
opportunities to help shape outcomes. For example, because MTC’s regional transportation plan is
the blueprint for both new policies and investments for the Bay Area, updates to the RTP are one of

the best places for interested persons to get involved.

Strategy 2: Access to All
MTC works to provide all Bay Area residents opportunities for meaningful participation, regardless
of disabilities or language barriers. Further, we recognize that one should not need to be a
transportation professional to understand our written and oral communications. In this spirit, we:
* provide auxiliary aids or interpreters to persons with disabilities or language
translation barriers

® strive to communicate in plain language and provide appropriate public

education materials, and
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® use visual tools to translate detailed data into information that is more readily

understood.

Strategy 3: Response to Written Comments
MTC pays close attention to the views of the public. MTC is committed to responding to every

letter, fax and e-mail sent by individual members of the public.

Strategy 4: Inform Commissioners and Public of Areas of Agreement and Disagreement
MTC staff summarizes comments heard by various parties so that the Commissioners and the public

have a clear understanding of where there is consensus on a given issue and where there is not.

Strategy 5: Notify Public of Proposed or Final Actions

MTC staff makes every effort to ensure that meeting minutes reflect public comments and
document how comments are considered in MTC’s decisions. We strive to inform citizen
participants on how public meetings/participation are helping to shape or have contributed to
MTC’s key decisions and actions. When outcomes don’t correspond to the views expressed, every

effort is made to explain why not.
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B. Federal and State Requirements

SAFETEA

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users — better
known as SAFETEA — signed into law in 2005, underscores the need for public involvement and

requires metropolitan planning agencies such as MTC to “provide citizens, affected public agencies,
representatives of transportation agency employees, private providers of transportation and other

interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment” on transportation plans and programs.

SAFETEA legislation also requires MTC — when developing the Regional Transportation Plan and
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) — to coordinate transportation plans with
expected growth, economic development, environmental protection and other related planning
activities within our region. Toward this end, this Public Participation Plan outlines key decision

points for consulting with affected local, regional, state and federal agencies and Tribal governments.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 requires that transportation planning and programming be
non-discriminatory on the basis of race, color, national origin or disability. The federal statute was
further clarified and supplemented by the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 and a series of
federal statutes enacted in the 1990s relating to the concept of environmental justice. The

fundamental principles of environmental justice include:

o Avoiding, minimizing or mitigating disproportionately high and adverse health or
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations;

o Ensuring full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the
transportation decision-making process; and

o Preventing the denial, reduction or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by minority
populations and low-income communities.

Executive Orders
An Executive Order is an order given by the president to federal agencies. As a recipient of federal
revenues, MTC assists federal transportation agencies in complying with these orders.

»  Executive Order 12898 Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations
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In February 1994, President William Clinton signed Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions
to Address Environmental Justice for Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations,
which mandates that federal agencies make achieving environmental justice part of their
missions.

»  Executive Order 13166: Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency

Executive Order 13166 states that people who speak limited English should have meaningful
access to federally conducted and federally funded programs and activities. It requires that
all federal agencies identify any need for services to those with limited English proficiency
and develop and implement a system to provide those services so all persons can have
meaningful access to services. MTC’s Plan for Special Langnage Services to Limited English
Proficient Populations can be found in English, Spanish and Chinese on MTC’s website at
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/get_involved/lep.htm.

»  Executive Order 12372: Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs

Executive Order 12372 calls for intergovernmental review of projects to ensure that federally
funded or assisted projects do not inadvertently interfere with state and local plans and
priorities. The Executive Order does not replace public participation, comment, or review
requirements of other federal laws, such as the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
but gives the states an additional mechanism to ensure federal agency responsiveness to state
and local concerns.

2008 California Legislation

Under a new state law (SB 375, Steinberg, Chapter 728, 2008 Statutes), MTC and the Association of
Bay Area Governments must develop a regional Sustainable Communities Strategy to integrate
planning for growth and housing with long-range transportation investments, including goals for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions for cars and light trucks. The law also calls for a separate Public
Participation Plan for development of the Sustainable Communities Strategy and the regional
transportation plan. In the Bay Area, MTC and ABAG are working together with the Bay Area Air
Quality Management District and the Bay Conservation and Development Commission to develop
the region’s response to this new law. Appendix A of this plan includes a Public Participation Plan

for the Sustainable Communities Strategy and the regional transportation plan.

Other Requirements

A number of other federal and state laws call on MTC to involve and notify the public in its
decisions. MTC complies with all other public notification requirements of the state’s Ralph M.
Brown Act, the California Public Records Act, the California Environmental Quality Act, as well as
the public participation mandates of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act, those contained in
the state’s Katz-Kopp-Baker-Campbell Transportation Blueprint for the Twenty-First Century
(Government Code Section 65080), and other applicable state and federal laws.
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C.  Development of the Public Participation Plan

MTC’s Public Participation Plan was first adopted in September 2007, and updated in 2010. The
2010 update reflects a re-structuring of MTC’s advisory committees into a single, broad based Policy
Advisory Council; the addition of a Public Participation Plan for the Sustainable Communities

Strategy and regional transportation plan; plus other minor edits.

In drafting the 2007 Public Participation Plan, MTC staff consulted with a wide range of interested
parties as required by the SAFETEA legislation. The comments and guidance resulting from the
public outreach process undertaken as part of the 2007 Public Participation Plan remain relevant and
continue to inform the principles and procedures contained in this revised 2010 Plan. As part of the
update, MTC will consult with its Policy Advisory Council, as well as an advisory group to the
development of the SCS. Focus groups held with limited English proficient persons also will serve

to inform procedures contained in this plan.

Details of the 2007 outreach efforts — which included six focus groups with various stakeholders; a
web survey; and outreach to local, state and federal environmental resource agencies plus Native

American tribal governments — are described in Appendix B and C.

D. What We Heard From the Public

This section includes a summary of comments received on the Draft July 2010 update to the Public
Participation Plan. In reviewing the comments, several themes emerged:

Involve More Bay Area Residents — A number of those submitting comments noted how important it is to
broaden outreach and public participation to include a wider range of participants, including those who
have not traditionally been involved. Citing MTC’s work with the Association of Bay Area Governments
on a new Sustainable Communities Strategy, many observed how important it is to cover new ground and
involve more people, including more outreach to local governments and local elected officials, schools,
public health officers, low-income communities, and communities of color.

Simplify and Demystify — Citing the complex nature of transportation and land-use planning, many who
commented cited the importance of communicating in plain language and of crafting presentations so
that a given community or audience can understand why it is important to participate. A number of
comments called for more discipline at MTC to avoid or minimize use of complex, technical terms and
planning jargon, as well as provide better explanations of how the technical work is conducted.
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Build Relationships in Under-served Communities — Many noted the importance of taking the time to work
over the long term in low-income communities and communities of color in order to build capacity and

allow for more effective participation. Several comments from MTC’s Policy Advisory Council and other

advisors asked for “tool kits” so that individuals and organizations could work in concert with MTC and
ABAG on public outreach on the Sustainable Communities Strategy.

Make the Process More Transparent — Another key comment was the need to identify key planning and
decision milestones so that the public can understand when they should get involved in the process
and provide input on key decisions. A number of comments stressed the need to circle back to
participants and communicate how comments were considered in shaping final actions. Specific to
the Regional Transportation Plan and the Sustainable Communities Strategy, many asked that more
specifics about process and schedule be included in the final plan.

More Electronic Access — A number of people who commented asked for expanded access to

information via the web, and encouraged MTC to use social media to enable interactive online

dialogue.
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II.  Continuing Public Engagement

MTC is committed to an active public involvement process that provides comprehensive

information, timely public notice and full public access to key decisions.

Access to MTC’s Decisionmakers

Elected Officials Stakeholders Public Involvement
[ ] [ ]
Commissio
L. A 4R BB RERE 2 4B 4B
BATA MTC SAFE
Bay Area Metropolitan Service
Toll Transportation Authority
Authority Commission for Freeways
and Expressways
Ad Hoc Bay Area Policy Advisory
Committies Partnership Council
e Transit Sustainability ¢ Federal and State Agencies e Environment
Projec’; Steering e Regional Agencies e Equity
Committee e Transit Operators « Economy

* Regional Advisory
Working Group :
for Sustainable A-genaes
Communities Strategy (SCS) * Airports/Seaports

e Citv/Coiinty PUb!!C Works

e SCS Executive Working Group ‘Kégn“c‘i’gé"'

¢ Congestion Management

MTC provides the public with myriad opportunities for continuing involvement in the work of the

agency, through the following methods:

MTC’s Policy Advisory Council

As part of the evaluation of MTC’s public participation program for the Transportation 2035 Plan,
MTC looked at the effectiveness of three existing citizen advisory committees. After months of
discussion and dialogue, the Commission approved a reorganization of its three separate advisory
committees — the Elderly and Disabled Advisory Committee, the Minority Citizens Advisory
Committee and the multi-interest MTC Advisory Council — into a single 27-member advisory panel
reflecting the “Three E’s” of the Economy, The Environment and Social Equity. (More information
on the review of the advisory committee structure can be found in a report on MTC’s website:

http://apps.mtc.ca.gov/meeting_packet_documents/agenda_1346/3_AdvCommEvalAtt-2.pdf.)
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The Policy Advisory Council — which met for the first time in March 2010 — was created to bring
a range of interests to a single table to offer the Commission policy advice. The Council will be

consulted during the development of MTC policies and strategies, and their recommendations on

various issues will be reported directly to the Commission. The Council may pursue its own
policy/program discussions and forward independent ideas to the Commission for consideration.
The Council will address Commissioners directly at MTC committee and Commission meetings.
MTC Resolution No. 3516 spells out the role and responsibilities of the Policy Advisory Council,

including ways to encourage more dialogue between Commissioners and the Council.

All Policy Advisory Council meetings are audiocast and archived on MTC’s website. Meetings are
open to the public. In fact, tracking the agenda and discussions of MTC’s Policy Advisory Council is
one of the best ways for interested persons to engage early in the major policy and fiscal issues
confronting MTC. Agendas are posted on MTC’s website and persons can request to be placed on
the mailing list.

@ Get Involved: Serve on MTC’s Policy Advisory Council

A major recruitment is done periodically to fill advisory council seats.
However, MTC may open recruitment to fill interim vacancies. Check MTC’s
website for cutrent opportunities (www.mtc.ca.gov/get_involved/) or call
MTC’s Public Information Office at 510.817.5757.

Bay Area Partnership

The Bay Area Partnership collaboratively assists the Commission in fashioning consensus among
federal, state, regional, and local transportation agency partners regarding the transportation
investment policies;-plans;and-pregrams to be adopted and implemented by the Commission. MTC
Resolution 3509 specifies the membership and role of the Partnership Board in advising MTC.

Membership includes the chief staff from all public agencies representing:

transit operators

transportation facilities

congestion management agencies

public works agencies

airports and seaports

regional, state and federal transportation, environmental, and land use agencies

O O O O O O
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The Partnership Board has one primary subcommittee — the Partnership Technical Advisory

Committee (PTAC) — that delves into the more technical aspects of transportation investment

policy issues prior to their presentation and discussion among Partnership Board members. Agendas
and meeting materials for PTAC are available on MTC’s website or by calling MTC’s public

information office.

In addition to the panels listed above, MTC facilitates policy and technical discussions through

numerous ad hoc working groups, and serves on other multi-agency advisory committees.

Working with Neighboring Regions

MTC and its counterpart agencies in adjacent regions often coordinate with each other to identify
transportation programs and projects of mutual interest for key travel corridors traversing both
regions. While no formal agreements are in place, MTC works closely with the neighboring regions
on a number of planning initiatives with the Sacramento, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Santa Cruz and
Monterey regions, among others. When updating long-range plans and Transportation Improvement
Programs, the regions do keep each other informed and solicit input on planning and programming
activities. For air quality planning purposes, MTC has an agreement with the Sacramento Area
Council of Governments to detail agency responsibilities relating to transportation conformity and
to coordinate the funding of certain projects receiving federal air quality funding in eastern Solano

County, which is within the Bay Area but falls partly in the Yolo-Sacramento air basin.

Commission and Committee Meetings

MTC encourages interested persons to attend MTC Commission and standing committee meetings to
express their views. Items on the Commission agenda usually come in the form of recommendations
from MTC’s standing committees. Much of the detailed work of MTC is done at the committee level,
and the Commission encourages the public to participate at this stage, either in person or by tracking

developments via the web. At times it is necessary to impose a time limit on public comments in order
to allow all attendees the opportunity to speak.

Current MTC standing committees are shown below:
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MTC Standing Committee Structure & Responsibilities

Public Participation

Policy Advisory
Council

Reports/Audits
Contracts

Commission
Procedures

Staff Salaries and
Benefits

State and Federal
Air Quality Plans

Cortridor Planning
Studies

Transportation and
Land Use Initiatives

Improvement

Program (STIP)

Federal
Transportation

Improvement
Program (TIP)

Legislation Administration Planning Programming & Operations
Committee Committee Committee Allocations Committee
Committee

Annual MTC Oversight of Regional Annual Fund Transportation
Legislative Program Agency Budget and Transportation Plan Estimate System

Agency Work Management and
Positions on Program Other Regional Fund Allocations Operational
Legislation & Plans (airports, Activities
Regulations Agency Financial seaports) State Transportation

Contracts Related
to System
Management and
Operations

Service Authority
for Freeways and
Expressways
(SAFE)

(m>

Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter

Lawrence D. Dahms Auditorium

Get Involved: Accessible Meetings
All Commission public meetings, workshops, forums, etc. are held in locations accessible
to persons with disabilities. Monthly meetings of the Commission, and those of MTC
standing committees and advisory committees, usually take place at MTC’s offices:

101 Eighth Street (across from the Lake Merritt BART Station)
Oakland, CA 94607

Assistive listening devices or other auxiliary aids are available upon request. Sign-language
interpreters, readers for persons with visual impairments, or language translators will be
provided if requested through MTC Public Information (510.817.5757) at least three
working days (72 hours) prior to the meeting (five or more days’ notice is preferred).
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Access to MTC Meetings

Web Access to MTC Meetings

[www.mtc.ca.gov]

If You Have Limited or No
Web Access

Meeting WHAT ... WHEN ... HOW LONG...
Materials is available on the is it posted on the is it available on the
web? web? web?
Meeting 4 Commission One week prior to 6 months Mailed to interested public or
Agendas meetings meeting® available at meeting”
4Standing
committees
4 Advisory
committees
Meeting Same as above Same as above 6 months Same as above
Packets
Audiocast of | ¢Commission Listen to meeting 6 months Meeting minutes will be
Meetings meetings live mailed to interested public;
4 Standing copies of electronic recordings
committees are available”
4 Partnership Board
meetings
4 Policy Advisory
Council meetings
Monthly Schedule of all Posted and updated | Posted and updated | Mailed to interested public or
Tentative Commission and continuously continuously available at MTC"
Meeting advisory committee
Schedule meetings

" Contact the MTC Library or the Public Information Office to request meeting materials.
" Final agendas are posted 72 business hours in advance of the meeting time in the MTC Library.

Database Keeps Interested Persons in the Loop

MTC maintains a master database of interested persons, public agency staff, and stakeholders. The

database, which includes mailing information, e-mail addresses and other contact information, is

organized around issues or events. This allows MTC to send targeted mailings to keep the public

updated on the specific issues they are interested in, including information on how public

meetings/participation have contributed to its key decisions and actions.

@' Get Involved: Sign Up for MTC’s Database

Signing up to receive mailings or periodic email concerning major MTC
initiatives is a good way stay informed. Any member of the public may
request to be added to MTC’s contact database by calling MTC’s Public
Information Office at 510.817.5757 or e-mailing info@mtc.ca.gov.
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Public Meetings, Workshops and Forums

Public meetings on specific issues are held as needed. If statutorily required, formal public hearings
are conducted, and notice of these public hearings is placed in the legal section of numerous
newspapers in the MTC region, including newspapers circulated in minority communities of the

Bay Area. Decumentsecontainingthe-prepesals Proposals (in the form of compact discs or printed
documents) to be considered at MTC public hearings are mailed to major libraries throughout the

MTC region prior to public hearings, and are made available to interested persons upon request. In
addition, these-deeurments materials are placed on file in the MTC Library. The MTC Public
Information Office can provide the names and addresses of libraries that received the public hearing

documents.

MTC also conducts workshops, community forums, conferences and other events to keep the
public informed and involved in various high-profile transportation projects and plans, and to elicit
feedback from the public and MTC’s partners. MTC holds meetings throughout the nine-county
San Francisco Bay Area to solicit comments on major plans and programs, such as the long-range
Regional Transportation Plan. Meetings are located and scheduled to maximize public participation

(including evening meetings).

For major initiatives and events, MTC typically provides notice through posting information on

MTC’s website, and, if appropriate, through mailed notices, e-mail notices, and news releases.

@ Get Involved: Alternative Language Translations

If language is a barrier to your participation in meetings, MTC can arrange for
an interpreter or translate meeting materials. Sign-language interpreters and
readers for persons with visual impairments are also available. Please call MTC
Public Information (510.817.5757) at least three working days (72 hours) prior
to the meeting (five or more days’ notice is preferred).

MTC’s Library: Information for the Asking

The MTC Library, located in the Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter (the building that houses MTC
offices) at 101 Eighth Street in Oakland, is open to the public frem8:30-a-m—te-5p-m- week days.
Check the web site or call MTC Public Information (510.817.5757) for exact hours. This special
library has an extensive collection of reports, books, and magazines, covering transportation
planning, demographics, economic analysis, public policy issues and regional planning in the San

Francisco Bay Area. It is designed to meet the information needs of government agencies,

Metropolitan Transportation Commission Page 13
Revised Draft Public Participation Plan



researchers, students, the media and anyone else who is interested in transportation, regional
planning and related fields. Special features include:

o Extensive reference assistance by telephone, e-mail, fax and in-person

e Two public access Internet terminals

e Newspaper and magazine reading areas

e Coin-operated copier

e Open stacks
The commitment to using technology to extend public outreach continues with MTC Library staff
posting on MTC’s web site the headlines of transportation and related stories from Bay Area daily
newspapers as well as key statewide and national journals and other such publications. Readers can
view the headlines each morning on MTC’s website or subscribe to the service via e-mail or by RSS

feed (a method of electronic notification of web updates).

The library makes public resource materials available for download by posting on the MTC website:

http://www.mtc.ca.gov/library/pub.php and including URLs whenever available for all materials in

our publicly available catalog http://slk060.liberty3.net/mtc/opac.htm.

@ Get Involved: The Facts at Your Fingertips

MTC’s publications listed on MTC’s web site can be ordered by phone
(510.817.5830), e-mail (library(@mtc.ca.gov) or by completing an online form.
The entire Library collection can be searched using the online catalog. A wide
range of MTC publications are available for downloading.

@ Get Involved: Keep on Top of Transportation News

MTC’s Library compiles an electronic news summary with links to
transportation-related articles appearing in major Bay Area and national news

outlets. To subscribe, visit MTC’s web site:
www.mtc.ca.gov/news/headlines.htm

Publications
The Public Information Office publishes a variety of materials to inform the public about MTC’s

work, issues relating to Bay Area transportation and guides for transit users. They include:

Metropolitan Transportation Commission Page 14
Revised Draft Public Participation Plan



e MTC’s print and electronic newsletter, Transactions, offering news about MTC’s activities, along
with general transportation news for the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. Between 13,000
and 15,000 copies are circulated free of charge to interested persons, the news media, public
officials, legislators, transit staff, national transportation groups, environmental groups, business
groups and libraries.

o The ABC’s of MTC, serving as a primer on MTC’s roles and responsibilities for the region’s
interested persons and local policy-makers, and providing basic information on the Bay Area’s
transportation network.

o  MITC’s Annnal Report, providing information about MTC allocations and expenditures.

MTC also publishes guides for transit riders and other materials to help Bay Area residents learn
more about transportation. These publications include working papers, technical memoranda,
reports based on data from the U.S. Census and other sources that describe regional travel
characteristics and travel forecasts. They are available to the public through the MTC Library,
located at MTC offices. Most can be found on MTC’s web site. A charge may be levied to recover

the cost of producing and (if applicable) mailing the publication.

@' Get Involved: Accessible Documents
MTC provides accurate, high-quality and culturally sensitive translations to
more actively involve bilingualmultilinenal non-English speakers and
disabled communities in its public comment process when appropriate. A
request for language interpreters at a meeting must be requested at least three
working days (72 hours) prior to the meeting (five or more days’ notice is
preferred).

@ Get Involved: DataMart Offers a Wealth of
Transportation Information

Interested persons can access a wealth of data on Bay Area travel and
commute patterns online at: www.mtc.ca.gov/maps_and_data/
Included is access to maps, census data, transit operator statistics,
background on travel models, and research papers.
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Website: www.mtc.ca.gov
MTC’s website — www.mtc.ca.gov — is targeted to audiences ranging from transit riders seeking
bus schedules to transportation professionals, elected officials and news media seeking information

on particular programs, projects and public meetings.

Updated daily, the site provides information about MTC’s projects and programs, the agency’s
structure and governing body and upcoming public meetings and workshops. It contains the names,
e-mail addresses and phone numbers for staff and Commission members; all of MTC’s current
planning documents, publications located in the MTC Library, data from the 2006-eensus U.S.
Census as well as detailed facts about the region’s travel patterns. It also includes important links to
partner government agencies as well as to other sites such as the Bay Area’s 511.org for traveler

information and the FasTrak”.org site for users of the region’s automated toll system.

M Get Involved: Track MTC Via Web

Log onto MTC’s website — WWw.mtc.ca.gov — for meeting agendas
and packets. Live and archived audiocasts of meetings make it possible for
interested parties to “tune in” at their convenience to all Commission and
standing committee meetings.

Media Outlets Help Engage More Persons

MTC regularly issues news releases about Commission programs and actions of interest to the
public. These include announcements of public workshops and hearings, recruitment for positions
on MTC’s advisory committees, and employment opportunities through MTC’s high school and
college internship programs. News releases are sent to regional, state and national media —
including minority print and broadcast outlets — and many are translated into Spanish, Chinese and
other languages. In addition to news releases, MTC staff and Commissioners also host press events
and news conferences (often in conjunction with other transportation agencies), visit newspaper
editorial boards, and conduct briefings with Bay Area reporters and editors to discuss key initiatives
such as the Regional Transportation Plan and MTC’s transportation and land-use policy. These
briefings provide an opportunity for both print and broadcast journalists to learn about MTC
programs that