
the service provides callers with the
travel time for a preferred route 
plus one alternate. On the Web, up
to five route options are offered.

The latest system expansion
was made possible when MTC and
Caltrans made a concerted effort
to fill in gaps in the data collection
network along area freeways. 
The two agencies installed 40 
additional FasTrakTM toll-tag read-
ers and upgraded the system of 
subpavement sensors. And, they 
joined forces with SpeedInfo Inc.

Calendar
Unless indicated otherwise,
all meetings take place at:
Metropolitan Transportation Commission
Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter 
Lawrence D. Dahms Auditorium
101 Eighth Street, Oakland
(Across from the Lake Merritt BART station)

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 12, 2006
9:30 am
Bay Area Toll Authority 
Oversight Committee*
10 am
Administration Committee*
10:15 am
Programming and Allocations Committee*
12:30 pm
MTC Advisory Council

FRIDAY
APRIL 14, 2006
9:30 am
Planning Committee*
10:30 am
Operations Committee*
11 am
Legislation Committee*

MONDAY
APRIL 17, 2006
1:30 pm
Partnership Technical Advisory Committee

THURSDAY
APRIL 20, 2006
9:30 am
Regional Pedestrian Committee
MetroCenter, Room 171

1 pm
Regional Bicycle Working Group
MetroCenter, Room 171

MONDAY
APRIL 24, 2006
2 pm
TransLink® Management Group
AC Transit, Room to Be Determined
1600 Franklin Street, Oakland

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 26, 2006
10 am
Bay Area Toll Authority*
10:10 am
Metropolitan Transportation Commission*

THURSDAY
MAY 4, 2006
10:30 am
Elderly and Disabled Advisory Committee

MONDAY
MAY 8, 2006
2 pm
TransLink® Operating Group

TUESDAY
MAY 9, 2006
3:30 pm
Minority Citizens Advisory Committee

*Webcast on <www.mtc.ca.gov>.

Note: Dates, times and locations of MTC 
meetings may change. Please confirm 
by calling 510.817.5757. Agendas, updated
meeting schedules and meeting packets 
are posted on MTC’s Web site:
<www.mtc.ca.gov>.

Announcements
Bike to Work Day
THURSDAY
MAY 18, 2006
It’s not too early to begin gearing up for Bike
to Work Day. This is a chance to discover the
joys and benefits of bicycling. We provide 
support in the form of bicycle buddies, free
snacks along your route at energizer stations,
free bike parking and more. By registering 
and participating, you’ll also be eligible for a
range of prizes. Better yet, invite a group of
your co-workers to join you in the Team Bike
Challenge. Register and find out about local
events at 511.org (click on “Bicycling”).

Bike Commuter of the Year
Do you know someone in your county who 
is committed to making every day a “Bike 
to Work Day”? We are seeking nominations 
for the 2006 Bike Commuter of the Year
Awards. One person from each of the nine 
Bay Area counties will receive an award.
Visit the 511.org bicycle page to submit a 
nomination; the deadline is April 17, 2006.
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Transactions

of Cupertino, Calif., to install 285
solar-powered radar traffic sensors
along the remaining stretches.

“This is a prime example of the
public and private sectors working
together to expedite the deploy-
ment of intelligent technologies
in the Bay Area,” said Melanie 
Crotty, director of Traveler Coordi-
nation and Information for MTC.

MTC is now planning the final
phase of deployment, which will
expand the 511 Driving TimesSM

network by another 150 miles to
include nonfreeway roadways. 
Targeted roadways include State
Route 37 in the North Bay; 19th
Avenue and Lombard Street in San
Francisco; and several express-
ways in Santa Clara County.

“We’re in the process of figur-
ing out the most efficient and eco-
nomical way to instrument these
other roads,” said MTC Planner
Benjamin McKeever. 

— John Goodwin & Brenda Kahn

511 Driving TimesSM Doubles Coverage Area
MTC AND CALTRANS TEAM UP WITH PRIVATE SECTOR TO INSTALL NEW TRAFFIC SENSORS

MTC has roughly doubled the size of the coverage area for its popular 511 DrivingTimesSM

service, with the addition of data for some 300 miles of freeway around the Bay Area.

511 Driving TimesSM delivers free, on-demand information about point-to-point travel 

times on the Bay Area’s freeway network via the phone at 511, or the Web at 511.org.

Driving time estimates for select destinations — such as airports — are also displayed

on strategically placed electronic freeway message signs around the region.

Motorists can access 511 Driving TimesSM free of charge from their home phone or mobile phone, online at 511.org and
while en route via changeable message signs.
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In Print
Compact
Guide 
Provides
Wealth of
Transit
Information
It’s back by popular
demand. Get t ing
There on Transit,
MTC’s free pocket
guide to riding pub-

lic transit in the nine-county San Francisco
Bay Area, has been updated for the first
time in four years.

Colorful maps and diagrams provide
the “lay of the land” and orient travelers
to the region’s many transit modes, routes
and agencies so that they can more effec-
tively plot their transit trips.

The list of popular destinations — and
the transit routes that serve them — is
back, along with a directory of the region’s
paratransit van and taxi services for riders
with disabilities and elderly passengers.
Other features include a guide to airport
ground transportation, a diagram of Bay
Area rail systems and their interconnec-
tions, and close-up views of transit routes
serving downtown Berkeley, Oakland, San
Francisco, San Jose and other key cities.

Intended as an adjunct to MTC’s 511
traveler information service, the guide
sports the 511 logo and trademark green
color. Once riders have a general sense
of where they’re going and how to get
there, they can call 511 or visit 511.org
to figure out details such as schedules
and fares. In fact, the guide includes “tips
and tricks” for easily navigating 511’s
voice-activated phone system.

“Whether you’re a newcomer to the
region, a tourist or a weekend explorer,
you’ll find everything you need to get
around the nine counties by bus, train,
trolley, cable car and ferry in one handy
guide,” said MTC Execut ive Director 
Steve Heminger.

To order your free copy, send an e-mail
with your name and address to <library
@mtc.ca.gov> or call 510.817.5836.

The 511 Driving TimesSM service
debuted in March 2004 with cov-
erage of Interstates 80, 680 and
880, and has been expanded sev-
eral times since to more than 600
miles of coverage. The system taps
data from FasTrakTM toll trans- 
ponders, Caltrans’ network of sub-
pavement sensors and incident
logs from the California Highway
Patrol to tell motorists the current
travel time between cities or major
landmarks in the Bay Area. 

In the case of the 511 phone line,

At 511.org, motorists can check out traffic conditions in real time, view a detailed
map of the 511 Driving TimesSM coverage area and request travel time estimates.

New solar-powered road sensors
keep tabs on freeway flows.
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