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Tracking the T-Third Line

. The new T-Third Muni
light-rail line provides
the neighborhoods of Mission Bay, Potrero
Hill, Bayview, Hunters Point and Visita-
cion Valley with a vital link to the larger
San Francisco urban network. The line
extends from the Sunnydale Avenue
terminus in the south all the way to the
Castro Station, replacing N-Judah serv-
ice between 4th and King Streets and
the Embarcadero Station.

“This is the first leg of a two-phase ex-
tension;” explained MTC Executive Direc-
tor Steve Heminger. “The second phase is
the $1.4 hillion Central Subway project,
which is one of our candidates for fed-
eral New Starts funding.” That project will
add a 1.7-mile underground light-rail
link from the Caltrain terminal at Fourth
and King streets to Chinatown along an
alignment below Fourth and Stockton
streets, with three underground subway
stations at Moscone Center, Union Square/
Market Street and Chinatown.

— Karin Betts

San Francisco’s Third Street Corridor
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New Line, New Life
For San Francisco’s
Southeast Sector

A total of 112 pieces of public art — sculptures on canopy poles (such as the one shown above), paving tiles on the
platforms, cutout metal panels suspended over the canopy panes and double-sided windscreen images — grace the line.

T-Third Light-Rail Line Rolls Into Service in San Francisco
NEW LINE BRINGS AN INFUSION OF ART AND ACCESS TO THIRD STREET CORRIDOR

San Francisco Muni’s newest light-rail line — dubbed the T-Third — started full service

in early April amid a flurry of both celebration and concern. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi

joined a host of dignitaries and community members at a vibrant gala event in the

Bayview neighborhood to celebrate the line’s opening. Neither rain nor rider complaints

dampened the atmosphere, which celebrated the largest rail expansion in Muni’s recent

history and the inclusion of the city’s southeast sector into the light-rail transit network.

Not only does the T-Third project
add steel and concrete — 5.1 miles
of track and 18 stations along the
Third Street corridor — to the Muni
light-rail network, it also promises
to provide improved mobility to
the traditionally underserved
neighborhoods it crosses, enhance
economic vitality along the line
and ease traffic congestion.

Already the T-Third has trans-
formed the corridor with spruced-
up streetscapes, including new
trees and street lamps, repaved
sidewalks with decorative brick
designs, and new awnings and
signs for businesses along the train
route. San Francisco’s Municipal
Transportation Agency (MTA) and
the San Francisco Arts Commission
partnered to invite artists residing
in local neighborhoods to create
installations for the line.

The MTA and local communi-
ties along the Third Street corridor
celebrated the full service opening
of the T-Third line with an all-day
community festival. Area artists
and local restaurateurs enlivened
the celebration’s theme —“Discover
Neighborhood Treasures” — with
African and step dancing, live
music, and an array of free food.

“This connection we are estab-
lishing is about recognizing the
greatness and diversity of all parts
of our community. We are all San

TR

Jiim
Franciscans, and we are all moving
forward together,” stated Speaker
Pelosi (D-San Francisco) at the
event. She also acknowledged
the kinks and glitches that beset
the line’s first weeks of service —
delays and unexpected electrical
failures created systemwide slow-
downs on the Bay Area’s busiest

public transit system.“Until riders
are satisfied and have confidence
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi takes
an inaugural ride on the T-Third.

in the system, we can't fully cele-
brate, but we can begin,” she said.
The Third Street project also
has magnified development op-
portunities and concerns, which
vary along the corridor. “The Third
Street corridor clearly demon-
strates that there is no one-size-
fits-all approach to transit-oriented
development,” stated Jose Luis
Moscovich, S.F. County Transpor-
tation Authority executive director.
In Mission Bay, at the north-
ern end of the rail line, a new
urban neighborhood featuring
up-market housing units and a
biotechnology-focused research
campus of the University of Cali-
fornia/San Francisco is growing
steadily. A different approach is
required at the southern end of
the corridor, where the challenge
is to provide affordable housing
choices through renovation of
existing buildings and targeted
development of vacant lots, with-
out displacing long-time lower-
income residents and businesses.
Funding for the $648 million
project came from a combination
of local sales taxes, state Traffic
Congestion Relief Program mon-
eys and funds programmed or
allocated by MTC from state and
federal sources as well as Regional

Measure 2 bridge tolls.
— Karin Betts
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Calendar

Unless indicated otherwise,

all meetings take place at:

Metropolitan Transportation Commission
Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter

Lawrence D. Dahms Auditorium

101 Eighth Street, Oakland

(Across from the Lake Merritt BART station)

THURSDAY
JUNE 7, 2007

10:30 am
Elderly and Disabled Advisory Committee

FRIDAY
JUNE 8, 2007

9:30 am
Planning Committee*

10:15 am
Operations Committee*

10:30 am

Legislation Committee*

Public Hearing:

2007 Draft Public Participation Plan

MONDAY
JUNE 11, 2007

2 pm

TransLink® Operating Group
MetroCenter, Third Floor Fishbowl
Conference Room

TUESDAY
JUNE 12, 2007

3:30 pm
Minority Citizens Advisory Committee

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 13, 2007

9:30 am

Bay Area Toll Authority

Oversight Committee*

9:45 am

Administration Committee*

10 am

Programming and Allocations Committee*
Public Hearing:

Regional Measure 2 Funding Changes
1:30 pm

MTC Advisory Council

MONDAY
JUNE 18, 2007

1:30 pm
Partnership Technical Advisory Committee

*Webcast on <www.mtc.ca.gov>.

Note: Dates, times and locations of MTC
meetings may change. Please confirm by
calling 510.817.5757. Agendas, updated
meeting schedules and meeting packets
are posted on MTC’s Web site:
<www.mtc.ca.gov>.

Announcements

Draft Public Participation Plan

Engaging the public early and often in
the decision-making process is critical
to the success of any transportation plan
or program, and is required by state

and federal law. In an effort to develop

a comprehensive plan that identifies
specific opportunities for public involve-
ment at various stages of the planning
process, MTC embarked on a four-month
evaluation of current public participation
practices. The results are incorporated
into the Draft Public Participation Plan,
which is now available for public review.

To obtain a copy, visit <www.mtc.ca.gov/
get_involved>, or call the MTC Library
at 510.817.5836.

MTC will hold a public hearing on the
plan at its June 8 Legislation Committee
meeting (see above). Comments will be
accepted through 4 p.m. on June 20,
2007, and can be e-mailed to <info@
mtc.ca.gov>, or submitted to the MTC
Public Information Office at 101 Eighth
Street, Oakland, CA, 94607. MTC expects
to adopt a final plan in July.

The 11th World Conference

On Transportation Research
University of California, Berkeley

SUNDAY-THURSDAY
JUNE 24-28, 2007

MTC is proud to cosponsor the World
Conference on Transportation Research,
which is organized every three years and
brings together transportation managers,
policy analysts, academics and the like.
This year’s conference — the first in

the United States — will feature Nobel
Laureate in Economics (2000) and

U.C. Professor Daniel McFadden as the
keynote speaker. For more information
and to register, see <www.wctrs.org>
and <www.uctc.net/wctrs>.

MTC METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION « BATA BAY AREA TOLL AUTHORITY « SAFE SERVICE AUTHORITY FOR FREEWAYS AND EXPRESSWAYS



