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Summit Strategies Team Report — March 2026

From: Summit Strategies Team

To: Andrew B. Fremier, Executive Director

Date: April 1, 2026

Subject: March 2026 Federal Policy Monthly Report

e Funding Announced to Boost Transportation Options at World Cup Sites
e FTA Announces Funding for Bus Infrastructure
e Supporting MTC Priorities in Congress

e National Transportation News Roundup

Below is a status update on issues of interest to MTC and the actions that we have taken to date.




Joint MTC ABAG Legislation Committee Attachment A
April 10, 2026 Agenda Item 4a
Page 3 of 4

Funding Announced to Boost Transportation Options at World Cup Sites
On Tuesday, March 3, 2026, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced $100 million
for public transportation related to the 2026 FIFA World Cup. Funding will:
e Support, planning, and operating expenses supporting matches and other events at host
cities
e Be apportioned by formula based on stadium capacity (70%) and the number of matches
being hosted in a city (30%)
e Require transit agencies to obligate funds within one fiscal year of the close of the 2026
FIFA World Cup
e Have a 100 percent Federal share.
Funding is from the fiscal year (FY) 2026 appropriations package. The Bay Area will receive
$8.8 million.
FTA Announces Funding for Bus Infrastructure
On Tuesday, March 17, 2026, FTA announced grant award selections for the FY 2026 Grants for
Buses and Bus Facilities program. Nearly $390 million in funding will go to 34 projects across
the country to improve bus infrastructure. Selected projects will replace, rehabilitate, purchase,
or lease buses, vans, and related equipment; and for capital projects to rehabilitate, purchase,
construct, or lease bus-related facilities. In response to the notice of funding opportunity
(NOFO), FTA received 479 project proposals requesting nearly $7 billion in funding.
The Bay Area received one grant award: $25.6 million for the Golden Gate Bridge Highway and
Transportation District to relocate a bus transit center.
Supporting MTC Priorities in Congress
Your DC Team met with the following congressional offices in March to discuss MTC priorities:
e Representative Lateefah Simon (D-CA)
e Representative Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA)
e Representative Jared Huffman (D-CA)
e Representative John Garamendi (D-CA)
e Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
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e Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA)
e Senator Adam Schiff (D-CA)

The team also met with minority staff for the House Transportation and Infrastructure

Committees’ Highways and Transit Subcommittee.
National Transportation News Roundup (links to articles)

e World Cup brings opportunities and challenges for transit, Amtrak: Analysis (Trains)

https://www.trains.com/pro/passenger/world-cup-brings-opportunities-and-challenges-
for-transit-amtrak-analysis/

e A downtown congestion tax for D.C. doesn’t make sense, mayor says (Axios)

https://www.axios.com/local/washington-dc/2026/03/10/bowser-rejects-downtown-
congestion-tax

e Transit agency sues Trump over frozen funds for New York subway project (CNBC)

https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/17/trump-lawsuit-newyork-subway-project.html
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